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Education 
B.A. Wesleyan University, 1975, magna cum laude 
M.A. Duke University, 1978 
Ph.D. Duke University, 1981 

                
Academic Appointments  
Professor of Law and History & Distinguished Faculty Scholar, 

University of Pittsburgh School of Law, 2011-2017. 

Senior Research Fellow, Homerton College, University of Cambridge, 
2005-2011. 

Presidential Distinguished Professor, Emory University School of Law, 
1997-2005.  

Distinguished Historian in Residence, American University, 1995-96. 
James Pinckney Harrison Visiting Professor of History, The College of 

William and Mary, 1994-1995. 
Visiting Distinguished Professor of History, The Cooper Union, New 

York, N.Y., 1992-1993. 
Senior Fellow, The Twentieth Century Fund, New York, N.Y., 1991-1993. 
Visiting Fellow, Virginia Center for the Humanities, Charlottesville, 

Va., 1991. 
Professor, City College of New York and the City University Graduate 

Center, 1987-91. 
Associate Professor, City College of New York and the City University 

Graduate Center, 1984-1987. 
Visiting Fellow, Joint Center for Political Studies, Washington, D.C., 

1984. 
Assistant Professor, University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, 1980-

1984. 
Visiting Member, School of Social Science, Institute for Advanced 

Study, Princeton, N.J., 1979-1980. 
Instructor, Duke University, 1978-1979. 

 
Publications 
Books 
Rising Star: The Making of Barack Obama. New York & London: 

HarperCollins, 2017; HarperCollins paperback, 2018. 

Liberty and Sexuality: The Right to Privacy and the Making of Roe v. 
Wade. New York: Macmillan, 1994; Berkeley: University of California 
Press updated & expanded paperback, 1998, Open Road EBook, 2015. 

Bearing the Cross: Martin Luther King, Jr., and the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference. New York: William Morrow & Co., 1986; 
Vintage Books paperback, 1987; Harper Perennial paperback, 2004; 
London: Jonathan Cape, Ltd., 1988; Vintage Books paperback, 1993; 
Open Road EBook, 2015. 

The FBI and Martin Luther King, Jr.: From "Solo" to Memphis. New York: 
W.W. Norton & Co., 1981; Penguin Books paperback, 1983; Open Road 
EBook, 2015. 

Protest at Selma: Martin Luther King, Jr., and the Voting Rights Act 
of 1965. New Haven: Yale University Press, 1978; Yale paperback, 
1980; Open Road EBook, 2015. 
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Edited Works 
  Reporting Civil Rights, 2 vols. New York: Library of America, 2003. 
   (With Clayborne Carson, Bill Kovach, & Carol Polsgrove). 
The Forgotten Memoir of John Knox: A Year in the Life of a Supreme 

Court Clerk in FDR's Washington. Chicago: University of Chicago 
Press, 2002; Chicago paperback 2004. (With Dennis J. Hutchinson). 

The Montgomery Bus Boycott and the Women Who Started It: The Memoir of 
Jo Ann Gibson Robinson. Knoxville: University of Tennessee Press, 
1987; Tennessee paperback, 1987; Paris: Presses du CNRS, 1988. 

The Eyes on the Prize Civil Rights Reader. New York: Viking Penguin, 
1987, rev. ed. 1991. (With Clayborne Carson, Gerald Gill, Vincent 
Harding, & Darlene Clark Hine). 

Martin Luther King, Jr., and the Civil Rights Movement. New York: 
Carlson Publishing, 1989. Eighteen volumes, including: 
Martin Luther King, Jr.: Civil Rights Leader, Theologian, Orator. 

(Vols.1-3). 
We Shall Overcome: The Civil Rights Movement in the United States 

in the 1950s and 1960s. (Vols. 4-6). 
The Walking City: The Montgomery Bus Boycott, 1955-1956. (Vol. 

7). 
Birmingham, Alabama, 1956-1963: The Black Struggle for Civil 

Rights. (Vol. 8). 
Atlanta, Georgia, 1960-1961: Sit-Ins and Student Activism. 

(Vol.9). 
St. Augustine, Florida, 1963-1964: Mass Protest and Racial 

Violence. (Vol. 10). 
Chicago 1966: Open Housing Marches, Summit Negotiations, and 

Operation Breadbasket. (Vol. 11). 
Centers of the Southern Struggle: FBI Files on Selma, Memphis, 

Montgomery, Albany, and St. Augustine. Frederick, Md.: University 
Publications of America, 1988. (Microfilm, 21 reels). 

The Martin Luther King, Jr., FBI File. Frederick, Md.: University 
Publications of America, 1984. (Microfilm, 16 reels). Part II: The 
King-Levison File, 1987. (Microfilm, 9 reels). 

Protest in Selma: A Documentary Collection. Birmingham: Alabama Center 
for Higher Education, 1980. 

 
Major Academic Articles 
"Looking Back at Martin Luther King, Jr.," Telos 182 (Spring 2018): 
   195-213. (With Kenneth D. Johnson). 
"How Roe v. Wade Was Written," Washington and Lee Law Review 71 
   (Spring 2014): 893-924. 
"Toward a Definitive History of Griggs v. Duke Power Company,” 

   Vanderbilt Law Review 67 (January 2014): 197-237. (Reprinted in 
   Steven Saltzman, ed., Civil Rights Litigation and Attorney Fees 
   Annual Handbook Volume 30 (Thomson Reuters, 2014), pp. 247-96.) 
"Foreshadowing the Future: 1957 and the United States Black Freedom 

Struggle," Arkansas Law Review 62 (2009): 1-28. 
"Significant Risks: Gonzales v. Carhart and the Future of Abortion 

Law," Supreme Court Review 2007 (Chicago: University of Chicago 
Press, 2008): 1-50. 

"Bad Behavior Makes Big Law: Southern Malfeasance and the Expansion of 
Federal Judicial Power, 1954-1968," St. Johns Law Review 82 (Winter 
2008): 1-38. 

"The Evolution of Affirmative Action and the Necessity of Truly 
Individualized Admissions Decisions," Journal of College and 
University Law 34 (2007): 1-19. (Reprinted as "Affirmative Action 

and the U. S. Black Freedom Struggle," in Marvin Krislov, et al., 
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eds., The Next Twenty Five Years? Affirmative Action and Higher 

Education in the United States and South Africa (Ann Arbor: 
University of Michigan Press, 2009, pp. 35-49). 

"Picking Up the Books: The New Historiography of the Black Panther 
Party," Reviews in American History 35 (December 2007): 650-70. 

"The Brains Behind Blackmun," Legal Affairs, May-June 2005, pp. 26-34. 
"'Happy' Birthday, Brown v. Board of Education? Brown's Fiftieth 

Anniversary and the New Critics of Supreme Court Muscularity," 
Virginia Law Review 90 (April 2004): 693-729. 

"Clarendon County in Black and White," The Green Bag 7 (Spring 2004): 
237-246.  

"The Supreme Court and The Brethren," Constitutional Commentary 18 
(Summer 2001): 303-318. 

"Privacy and the American Constitution," Social Research 68 (Spring 
2001): 55-82. 

"Mental Decrepitude on the U.S. Supreme Court: The Historical Case for 
a 28th Amendment," University of Chicago Law Review 67 (Fall 2000): 
995-1087. 

"Visionaries of the Law: John Minor Wisdom and Frank M. Johnson, Jr.," 
Yale Law Journal 109 (April 2000): 1219-1236. 

"'The Lowest Form of Animal Life'?: Supreme Court Clerks and Supreme 
Court History," Cornell Law Review 84 (March 1999): 855-894. 
(Reprinted in Susan Low Bloch et al., eds., Inside the Supreme 
Court: The Institution and Its Procedures, 2nd ed. [St. Paul: 
Thomson/West, 2008], pp. 792-805). 

"Abortion Before and After Roe v. Wade: An Historical Perspective," 
Albany Law Review 62 (Spring 1999): 833-852. 

"The Right to Die: Death With Dignity in America," Mississippi Law 
Journal 68 (Winter 1998-99): 407-430. 

"Where Martin Luther King, Jr. Was Going: Where Do We Go From Here and 
the Traumas of the Post-Selma Movement," Georgia Historical 
Quarterly 75 (Winter 1991): 719-736. (Reprinted in Faith and 
Freedom 2 [December 1993]: 26-32). 

"The Voting Rights Act in Historical Perspective," Georgia Historical 
Quarterly 74 (Fall 1990): 377-398. 

"FBI Political Harassment and FBI Historiography: Analyzing Informants 
and Measuring The Effects," The Public Historian 10(Fall 1988): 5-
18. 

"'I March Because I Must'--King vs. Daley in Chicago," Chicago History 
17 (Spring-Summer 1988): 24-45. (Adapted from Bearing the Cross). 

"Black Civil Rights During the Eisenhower Years," Constitutional 
Commentary 3 (Summer 1986): 361-373. (Reprinted in King and the 
Movement, Vol. 4, pp. 269-281). 

"The Intellectual Development of Martin Luther King, Jr.: Influences 
and Commentaries," Union Seminary Quarterly Review 40 (January 
1986): 5-20. (Reprinted in King and the Movement, Vol. 2, pp. 437-
452, and in John A. Kirk, ed., Martin Luther King, Jr. and the 
Civil Rights Movement [London: Palgrave, 2007], pp. 39-53). 

"Black Voting in South Carolina, 1970-1976," Review of Black Political 
Economy 9 (Fall 1978): 60-78. 

 
Major Journalistic Articles 
"Obama’s Airbrushed Dreams," The Critic, March 2020, pp. 54-57. 
"The Troubling Legacy of Martin Luther King," Standpoint, June 2019, 
   pp. 30-37. 
"Toward a More Perfect Union--The Thurgood Marshall of Gay Marriage," 

New York Times Magazine, 9 May 2004, pp. 52-57. 

"The FBI and Martin Luther King," The Atlantic Monthly, July/August 
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2002, pp. 80-88. 

"Nine Justices and a [Right-to-Die] Funeral," George, June 1997, pp. 
56-63. 

"The Rehnquist Years," New York Times Magazine, 6 October 1996, pp. 
64-71, 82-85. (Reprinted in Steffen W. Schmidt et al., eds., 
Readings in American Government [Belmont, CA: West/Wadsworth, 
1997], pp. 255-261, in John J. Sullivan et al., eds., Criminal 
Justice 97/98 [Guilford, CT: McGraw Hill, 1997], pp. 121-130, in 
Bruce Stinebrickner, ed., American Government 97/98 [& 98/99 & 
99/00] [Guilford, CT: McGraw Hill, 1997 & 1998], pp. 135-144 [& pp. 
112-120 & pp. 115-123], and in Allen J. Cigler et al., eds., 
American Politics: Classic and Contemporary Readings, 4th ed. 
[Boston: Houghton Mifflin Co., 1998], pp. 462-474.) 

"Justice Souter: A Surprising Kind of Conservative," New York Times 
Magazine, 25 September 1994, pp. 36-43, 52-55, 64-67. (Reprinted in 

Theodore J. Lowi, et al., eds., Readings for American Government, 
4th ed. [New York: W.W. Norton & Co., 1996], pp. 195-204, and in 
Randall B. Ripley et al., eds., Readings in American Government and 
Politics, 3rd ed.[Boston: Allyn and Bacon, 1998], pp. 383-393.) 

"November 3rd: What the Grand Jury Ignored," North Carolina 
Independent, 29 April-12 May 1983, pp. lff. (With J. M. Lavelle & 
Katherine Fulton). 

 
Book Chapters 
"Barack Obama," in Brian Lamb & Susan Swain, The Presidents (New York: 
   Public Affairs, 2019), pp. 150-61. 
"Protecting and Enhancing the U. S. Supreme Court," in Roger C. 

Cramton and Paul D. Carrington, eds., Reforming the Court: Term 
Limits for Supreme Court Justices (Durham: Carolina Academic Press, 

2006), pp. 271-89. 
"A Revolutionary Year: Judicial Assertiveness and Gay Rights," in 

Davison M. Douglas & Neal Devins, eds., A Year at the Supreme Court 
(Durham: Duke University Press, 2004), pp. 57-70, 214-16. 

"William H. Rehnquist in the Mirror of Justices," in Martin Belsky, 
ed., The Rehnquist Court: A Retrospective (New York: Oxford 
University Press, 2002), pp. 274-83. 

"Liberty and Sexuality in the Burger Court," in Bernard Schwartz, ed., 
The Burger Court: Counter-Revolution or Confirmation? (New York: 
Oxford University Press, 1998), pp. 83-92. 

"The Civil Rights Era: 1946 to 1965," in Debra Newman Ham, ed., The 
African American Odyssey (Washington, D.C.: Library of Congress, 
1998), pp. 105-121. 

"Reproductive Rights and Liberties: The Long Road to Roe," in E. 
Joshua Rosenkranz & Bernard Schwartz, eds., Reason and Passion: 
Justice Brennan's Enduring Influence (New York: W.W. Norton & Co., 
1997), pp. 105-116. 

"From Brown to Casey: The U.S. Supreme Court and the Burdens of 
History," in Austin Sarat, ed., Race, Law and Culture: Reflections 
on Brown v. Board of Education (New York: Oxford University Press, 
1997), pp. 74-88. (Reprinted in Neal Devins & Davison M. Douglas, 
eds., Redefining Equality [New York: Oxford University Press, 
1998], pp. 205-217.) 

"What the Warren Court Has Meant to America," in Bernard Schwartz, 
ed., The Warren Court: A Retrospective (New York: Oxford University 
Press, 1996), pp. 390-97. 

"The Struggle for Black Equality," in Andrzej Bartnicki & Donald T. 
Critchlow, eds., Historia Stanow Zjednoczonych Ameryki [History of 

the United States of America], vol. 5 (Warsaw: PWN Academic Press, 
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1996), pp. 215-236. 
"Martin Luther King, Jr., and the Spirit of Leadership," in Peter J. 

Albert & Ronald Hoffman, eds., We Shall Overcome: Martin Luther 
King, Jr., and the Black Freedom Struggle (New York: Pantheon 
Books, 1990), pp. 11-34, 257-60. 

"Martin Luther King and the Fall of Birmingham," in Paul D. Escott & 
David R. Goldfield, eds., Major Problems in the History of the 
American South, vol. 2 (Lexington, Mass.: D.C. Heath, 1989), pp. 
566-590. (Adapted from Bearing the Cross). 

"Martin Luther King, Jr.'s 'I Have A Dream' Speech," in David Nasaw, 
ed., The Course of United States History, vol. 2 (Chicago: Dorsey 
Press, 1987), pp. 351-361. 

 
Essays & Commentaries 
"The Right to Abortion and the Bush-Trump Federal Courts," 

Balkinization, 1 February 2021. 
"Kamala Obama?," Spectator USA, 15 August 2020. 
"Obama’s Disappearing Legacy," The Spectator, August 2020, p. 17. 
"Foreword" for Patrick Parr, The Seminarian: Martin Luther King Jr. 

Comes of Age (Chicago: Chicago Review Press, 2018), pp. ix-x. 
"The Meaning of Montgomery," Case Western Reserve Law Review 67 

(Summer 2017): 1045-53. 
"Nicholas deB. Katzenbach," Proceedings of the American Philosophical 

Society 157 (December 2013): 471-77. 
"Foreword" for Martin A. Berger, Seeing Through Race: A Reinterpre- 

tation of Civil Rights Photography (Berkeley: University of 
California Press, 2011), pp. ix-xii. 

"The Legal Legacy of Griswold v. Connecticut," Human Rights (ABA) 38 
(Spring 2011): 25-26. 

"An Unfinished Dream," Newsweek, 21 January 2009, pp. 89-93. (Special 
Presidential Inauguration Issue). 

"The Three Rs: Rosen, Roberts, and Restraint," Washburn Law Journal 47 
(Fall 2007): 13-22. 

"The Once and Future Supreme Court," American History, February 2005, 
pp. 28-36. (Reprinted in Bruce Stinebrickner, ed., American 
Government 06/07 [Dubuque, IA: McGraw-Hill, 2006, 89-93]). 

"Give Brown v. Board of Education Its Due," Human Rights (ABA) 31 
(Summer 2004): 2-5. 

"Why Brown Still Matters," The Nation, 3 May 2004, pp. 45-50. 
"King: The March, the Man, the Dream," American History, August 2003, 

pp. 26-35. 
"Revelations on the Road to Roe," The American Lawyer, May 2000, pp. 

80-83. 

"The Truth Behind the [Confederate Flag] Fury," George, April 2000, 
pp. 74-75, 93. 

"Foreword," for Sara Mitchell Parsons, From Southern Wrongs to Civil 
Rights: The Memoir of a White Civil Rights Activist (Tuscaloosa: 
University of Alabama Press, 2000), pp. xi-xxi. 

"Simple Simon: Supremely Sanguine, Supremely Stubborn," New York Law 
School Law Review 40 (1996): 969-980. 

"Turning Inward: Black Organizations Regain Importance," Dissent 43 
(Spring 1996): 76-78. 

"Religious Resources and the Montgomery Bus Boycott," Criterion 34 
(Spring/Summer 1995): 2-9. 

"The Voting Rights Act Thirty Years Later," Focus 23 (February 
1995):3-4, 8. 

"Hopelessly Hollow History: Revisionist Devaluing of Brown v. Board of 

Education," Virginia Law Review 80 (February 1994): 151-160. 
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"Lani Guinier," The Progressive 57 (September 1993): 28-32. 

"The Freedom of Information Act in Action," Government Information 
Quarterly 9 (1992): 230-41. (With Sheryl Walter, et al.). 

"A Landmark Decision--Planned Parenthood of Southeastern Pennsylvania 
v. Casey," Dissent 39 (Fall 1992): 427-429. 

"King's Plagiarism: Imitation, Insecurity, and Transformation," 
Journal of American History 78 (June 1991): 86-92. 

"The Age of the Unheralded," The Progressive 54 (April 1990): 38-43. 
"Testimony on FBI Compliance with the Freedom of Information Act," in 

U.S. Congress, House of Representatives, Committee on the 
Judiciary, FBI Oversight and Authorization Request for Fiscal Year 
1991-Hearings Before the Subcommittee on Civil and Constitutional 
Rights, 101st Cong., 2nd sess. (1 March 1990), pp. 39-55, 193-95. 

Philanthropy and the Civil Rights Movement. New York: Center for the 
Study of Philanthropy Working Paper, CUNY Graduate Center, 1988. 

"Martin Luther King, Jr., and the Spirit of Leadership," Journal of 
American History 74 (September 1987): 438-447. (Reprinted in 
Patrick Allitt, ed., Major Problems in American Religious History 
[Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 2000], pp. 379-84, and in Francis G. 
Couvares, et al., eds., Interpretations of American History, 7th 
ed., Vol. 2 [New York: Free Press, 2000], pp. 326-35.) 

"Martin Luther King, Jr., and the Cross of Leadership," Peace and 
Change 12 (Spring 1987): 1-12. (Reprinted in Michael Perman, ed., 
Perspectives on the American Past, vol. 2 [Chicago: Scott, Foresman 
& Co., 1989], pp. 280-289, and in King and the Movement, Vol. 2, 
pp. 453-464). 

"Leadership and Competition in the Civil Rights Movement," in Charles 
W. Eagles, ed., The Civil Rights Movement in America (Jackson: 
University Press of Mississippi, 1986), pp. 55-64. 

"The King We Should Remember," Focus 14 (January 1986): 3-7. 
"The Origins of the Montgomery Bus Boycott," Southern Changes 7 

(October-December 1985): 21-27. (Reprinted in the Montgomery 
Advertiser, 1, 2 & 3 December 1986, pp. 11, 15, & 11, in King and 
the Movement, Vol. 7, pp. 607-619, in Nancy A. Hewitt, ed., Women, 
Families, and Community, vol. 2 [Chicago: Scott, Foresman & Co., 
1990], pp. 224-234, and in Eleanor P. Stoller & Rose C. Gibson, 
eds., Worlds of Difference (Thousand Oaks, CA: Pine Forge Press, 
1994), pp. 66-70. 

"Social Protest Movements: What Sociology Can Teach Us," PS 18 (Fall 
1985): 814-816. 

"The Civil Rights Act Two Decades Later," Focus 12 (October 1984): S1-
S4. 

"The Helms Attack on King," Southern Exposure 12 (March-April 1984): 

12-15. 
"Martin Luther King, Jr.: An Honorable Man," Focus 12 (January 1984): 

3-7. 
Martin Luther King, Jr.: From Reformer to Revolutionary. New York & 

Los Angeles: Democratic Socialists of America, 1983, 1984. 
(Reprinted in King and the Movement, Vol. 2, pp. 427-436, and in 
John A. Kirk, ed., Martin Luther King and the Civil Rights Movement 
[London: Palgrave, 2007], pp. 176-83). 

"Klan and State in North Carolina," The Nation 237 (6-13 August 1983): 
106-108. 

"Martin Luther King, Jr. and the Civil Rights Movement: From Issues of 
Race to Class," Social Science News Letter 68 (January-April 1983): 
15-20. 

 
Book Review Essays 
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"Evil Without Equal," The Spectator, June 2025, pp. 54-55. (Douglas 

Murray, On Democracies and Death Cults. 
"The Sum of All Fears," The Spectator, August 2024, pp. 43-45. (Gen. 

Kenneth F. McKenzie Jr., The Melting Point: High Command and War in 
the 21st Century). 

"President Jake," The Spectator, March 2024, pp. 43-45. (Alexander 
Ward, The Internationalists: The Fight to Restore American Foreign 
Policy After Trump). 

"His Father’s Son," Pittsburgh Quarterly, Winter 2024, pp. 82-87. 
(Patti Hartigan, August Wilson: A Life). 

"Decline and Fall," The Spectator, October 2023, pp. 46-47. 
(Christopher Rufo, America’s Cultural Revolution: How the Radical 
Left Conquered Everything). 

"Anxiety of Influence," The Spectator, August 2023, pp. 50-51. (Sean A. 
Mirski, We May Dominate the World: Ambition, Anxiety and the Rise of 

the American Colossus). 
"Dr. King in Full," The Spectator, May 2023, pp. 44-45. (Jonathan Eig, 

King: A Life). 
"Hoover Damned," The Spectator, February 2023, pp. 44-45. (Beverly 

Gage, G-Man, and Paul Letersky, The Director). 
"Queer Streets," Spectator World, July 2022, pp. 44-45. (James 

Kirchick, Secret City: The Hidden History of Gay Washington). 
"How Black Was the Obama Presidency?," Spectator World, 16 December 

2021. (Claude A. Clegg III, The Black President). 
"'No. No. No.' Obama Said, But He Went On Anyway," The American 

Prospect, 14 December 2020. (Barack Obama, A Promised Land). 
"The Unlikely Miracle of Trump’s Presidency," The Critic, 2 October 

2020. (Bob Woodward, Rage). 
"The Man Who Exposed the Watchers," The Critic, July-August 2020, pp. 

70-72. (Barton Gellman, Dark Mirror, and Edward Snowden, Permanent 
Record). 

"The Tragedy of Stokely Carmichael," Reviews in American History 43 
(September 2015): 564-70. (Peniel Joseph, Stokely: A Life). 

"The Obscure Heroes Behind Congress’s Great Moment," The American 
Prospect 25 (May/June 2014): 85-87. (Todd Purdum, An Idea Whose Time 
Has Come, and Clay Risen, The Bill of the Century). 

"The Strategy," The New Republic, 14 May 2012. (Dale Carpenter, 
Flagrant Conduct: The Story of Lawrence v. Texas). 

"A Revisionist’s History," Wilson Quarterly 35 (Spring 2011): 90-93. 
(Manning Marable, Malcolm X: A Life of Reinvention). 

"True North," Wilson Quarterly 33 (Winter 2009): 89-92. (Thomas J. 
Sugrue, Sweet Land of Liberty). 

"Reading Thomas," Legal Times, 15 October 2007, pp. 14-16. (Clarence 
Thomas, My Grandfather’s Son). (Also published in the American 
Lawyer, November 2007, pp. 90-93). 

"Intelligence Tests," Wilson Quarterly 31 (Fall 2007): 89-92. (Tim 
Weiner, Legacy of Ashes, and Amy Zegart, Spying Blind). 

"Separate and Unequal," Wilson Quarterly 31 (Spring 2007): 90-92. (Adam 
Fairclough, A Class of Their Own). 

"The Supreme Court," American History, April 2007, pp. 69-70. (Jeffrey 
Rosen, The Supreme Court). 

"Acolytes in Arms," The Green Bag 9 (Summer 2006): 411-21. (Todd 
Peppers, Courtiers of the Marble Palace, and Artemus Ward & David L. 
Weiden, Sorcerers’ Apprentices). 

"Down the Highway to Freedom," Wilson Quarterly 30 (Spring 2006): 103-
04. (Raymond Arsenault, Freedom Riders). 

"The Unlikely Center," The New Republic, 6 March 2006, pp. 33-37. 

(Joan Biskupic, Sandra Day O’Connor, & Tinsley E. Yarbrough, David 
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Hackett Souter). 

"Roe v. Wade Revisited," The Green Bag 9 (Autumn 2005): 71-81. (Jack 
M. Balkin, ed., et al., What Roe v. Wade Should Have Said). 

"The Accidental Jurist," The New Republic, 27 June 2005, pp. 36-41. 
(Linda Greenhouse, Becoming Justice Blackmun). 

"Crimes of History," Wilson Quarterly 29 (Winter 2005): 112-114. 
(Peter Charles Hoffer, Past Imperfect). 

"Saving Thomas," The New Republic, 25 October 2004, pp. 28-34. (Ken 
Foskett, Judging Thomas). 

"Whitewashing Reds," Wilson Quarterly 28 (Winter 2004): 119-121. (John 
Earl Haynes & Harvey Klehr, In Denial: Historians, Communism and 
Espionage). 

"The Party of Freedom," The New Republic, 29 September 2003, pp. 28-
34. (John D'Emilio, Lost Prophet: The Life and Times of Bayard 
Rustin, & Barbara Ransby, Ella Baker and the Black Freedom 
Movement). 

"The Tragedy of William O. Douglas," The Nation 276 (14 April 2003): 
25-30. (Bruce Allen Murphy, Wild Bill: The Legend and Life of 
William O. Douglas). 

"Prudence in Jurisprudence," Wilson Quarterly 27 (Winter 2003): 109-
111. (Kenneth W. Starr, First Among Equals: The Supreme Court in 
American Life, & John T. Noonan, Jr., Narrowing the Nation's Power: 
The Supreme Court Sides With the States). 

"A Tale of Two Posners," The Green Bag 5 (Spring 2002): 341-349. 
(Richard A. Posner, Public Intellectuals: A Study of Decline). 

"Many Birminghams: Taking Segregationists Seriously," Southern Changes 
23 (Summer 2001): 26-32, (Fall 2001): 29-31. (Diane McWhorter, 
Carry Me Home, Charles Marsh, The Last Days, Jack Davis, Race 
Against Time, et al.). 

"Out of the Ashes," The American Lawyer, May 2001, pp. 93-97. (Louis 
Menand, The Metaphysical Club). 

"Requiem for a Dream," Wilson Quarterly 25 (Spring 2001): 112-14. 
(Constance Curry et al., Deep In Our Hearts, & Lynne Olson, 
Freedom's Daughters). 

"From A Distance," The American Lawyer, August 2000, pp. 69-72. (Lucas 
A. Powe, Jr., The Warren Court and American Politics). 

"The Man Who Was King," New York Review of Books, 13 April 2000, pp. 
40-43. (Michael Eric Dyson, I May Not Get There With You). 

"Walking the Walk," Southern Changes 20 (Summer 1998): 23-25. (David 
Halberstam, The Children, & John Lewis, Walking With the Wind). 

"Marching Through '64," Wilson Quarterly 22 (Spring 1998): 98-101. 
(Taylor Branch, Pillar of Fire). 

"A Day Late?," Southern Changes 17 (Spring 1995): 20-22. (John 

Egerton, Speak Now Against the Day). 
"Doing Justice," The Nation 260 (27 February 1995): 278-281. (Gerald 

Gunther, Learned Hand, & Roger K. Newman, Hugo Black). 
"Civil Rights Potpourri," Dissent 36 (Winter 1989): 124-125. (Taylor 

Branch, Parting the Waters). 
"The Federal Courts and School Desegregation in the 1970s," Law and 

Society Review 21 (March 1988): 879-884. (Paul Dimond, Beyond 
Busing, & Bernard Schwartz, Swann's Way). 

"Hoover's FBI," Dissent 34 (Summer 1987): 395-397. (Richard Powers, 
Secrecy and Power: The Life of J. Edgar Hoover). 

"A Sharp Critique of Jesse Jackson," Dissent 34 (Winter 1987): 118-
120. (Adolph Reed, The Jesse Jackson Phenomenon). 

"The Second Reconstruction," The Nation 241 (23 November 1985): 559-
60. (David Colburn, Racial Change and Community Crisis, Steven 

Lawson, In Pursuit of Power, & Robert J. Norrell, Reaping the 
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Whirlwind). 

"Segregation's Legacy," Reviews in American History 13 (September 
1985): 428-432. (Raymond Wolters, The Burden of Brown). 

"Freedom's Rider," The Nation 240 (4 May 1985): 535-537. (James 
Farmer, Lay Bare the Heart). 

 
Popular Book Reviews 
"A Summer Up North," Wall Street Journal, 4 May 2026, p. A15. (Lerone 

Martin, Young King). 
"That Old Familiar Bern," Washington Free Beacon, 19 April 2026. (Dan 

Chiasson, Bernie For Burlington). 
"Giant of the Senate," Washington Free Beacon, 30 November 2025. John 

Fetterman, Unfettered). 
"A Political Legacy Stained," Wall Street Journal, 29 October 2025, p. 

A13. (Marion Orr, House of Diggs: The Rise and Fall of America’s 

Most Consequential Black Congressman, Charles C. Diggs, Jr.) 
"America’s Social Justice Affliction," Washington Free Beacon, 31 

August 2025. (Thomas Chatterton Williams, Summer of Our Discontent). 
"Trump in the Crosshairs," Washington Free Beacon, 6 July 2025. (Salena 

Zito, Butler). 
"Red Flag Warning," Washington Free Beacon, 16 March 2025. (Tom Cotton, 

Seven Things You Can’t Say About China). 
"Why Europe Needs to Take the Putin Threat More Seriously," The 

Spectator, 5 March 2025. (Keir Giles, Who Will Defend Europe? An 
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