'F

The North Carolina
dependent

de News Biweekly APRIL 29-MAY 12, 1983

By J.M. Lavelle,
David |. Garrow and
Katherine Fulton

GREENSBORO / Many people
here agree with their mayor.

I hope we can go ahead and
zet this thing behind us.” Greens-
boro Mayor John Forbis told the
Raleigh News and Observer
shortly after nine men were in-
dicted April 21 for civil rights
violations in the Nov. 3, 1979,
shooting deaths of five anti-Klan
activists.

NEWS ANALYSIS

“Sure, it has hurt us nationally.
It has caused a lot of misgivings
and apprehensions on the part of
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North Carolina’s Cherokee
Bingo —with $225,000 in win-
nings guaranteed each time the
doors open—is the largest of
them aif Now played twice a
maonth, the bingo game will run
five days a week starting in June,
promoters say. And on July 2,
the Cherokee will host a $1 mil-
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airy hall on U.5. 12 thatholds up
to 4,500 players. They pay $50 a
head for the chance to win
$5,000 in each of 20 games. An-
other $15 buys them the chance
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in four jackpots.
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GREENSBORO / Many people
here agree with their mayor.

“I hope we can go ahead and
et this thing behind us)” Greens-
boro Mayor John Forbis told the
Raleigh News and Observer
shortly after nine men were in-
dicted April 21 for civil rights
violations in the Nov. 3, 1979,
shooting deaths of five anti-Klan
activists.

NEWS ANALYSIS

“Sure, it has hurt us nationally.
It has caused a lot of misgivings
and apprehensions on the partof
people outside the community.
What must always be remem-
bered is that there are too many
who have too much to gain by
keeping it on the front burner —
the Communist Workers Party.”

But though the recent federal
charges signify a new phase of
the anguished aftermath of the
shootings, they do not mark its
end. In fact, they may only repre-
sent the end of the beginning.

. In the-first incarnation of the
MNov. 3 story, the victims and
survivors of the shootings shoul-
dered much of the blame for what
happened. A state jury came to
believe that six accused Klans-
men and Nazis acted in self-
defense, and acquitted them of
murder. CWP members had re-
fused to testify at the state mur-
der trial.

In what is now the story’s sec-
ond incarnation, police infor-
mant Ed Dawson receives much
of the blame for the shootings.
Dawson was among the nine
present or former members of
the Klan or the American Nazi
Party indicted on the federal
conspiracy charges. And he has
been the%cus of the two major
journalistic investigations con-
ducted to date—The Institute
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for Southern Studies’ report, “ The Third

o of November,” and the Public Broadeast-

ing Service’s television documentary, 88
Seconds in Greensboro,”

Bur neither of these explanations dis-

‘closes the full truth about why five people

| died. The trut:h,:if it ever comes out, will
i have to take into account the role of -

- federal, state and IDcaI ]E‘ﬁ enfom:ment

 Agencies:.

e Did gnvemm&nr mvﬁlvement push
 the events of Nov. 3 in a far more deadly

their pursuit of a

special prosecutor for
the case; the PBS documentary; the Insti-
tute for Southern Studies repore: inter-
views with law enforcement officials: the

available povernment reports; and num-

erous newspaper articles about every as-

pect of the case from Nov. 3 tothe present,
{The state courts have never produced a
complete transeript of the murder trial;
s newspaperamglcs pmwde the Gniywntr i

. mllmcondof;tJ _ i 4

dlrmm‘m thai:l thr:} iﬁﬁlgfwmewu;mld have ik

Nuv A2
Questions such as these have I‘J.l‘fi}"
- been asked, much less answered. It's not
hard ro understand why. Few people —
not Mayor Forbis, not other public offi-

cials, not the media — give any credence

to the CWP's grandiose claim that a high-
- level government conspiracy was respon-
sible for the killings. As a result, the less

~ grandiose but legitimate questions about

VEITITIent mmfvemeut havebeencwer
voked,

~ Political surveillance by gow:mumnt_
agenxs need not be a malicious
wg:{)hbplracy in arder to influence

| Cvents — even unin tentmnaily ~-along a

‘%,-;traglc course.
Rowe has illustrated that, ;

. Rowe.along-time Alabama FBLinfor-

. Werve lm‘:aI Iaw enforcement

__>,g{m 5
L. Dn:l ufficwl neghgmmc: o mccﬁ'ipe—'
.  authorities seriously

-~ tence — Keystone Cops conduct— then
a,ll::.w for an unintended human tragedy?

- ® Should both federal and local law

: enforcemem officials now share some of
~ the responsibility for what happened on

The case of Gary Thqmas

neghgmt on Nmr. 32 '

Up um::] now, the mﬂﬁt ubx*mus‘ ques-
tions. and some of the most specific critic
«cism have focosed onthe uniformed forces

of the Greensboro Police Department.
Exceptwhere otherwise noted, the facrual

account here is based on the police de-
partment’s report about the incident. The

teport, however, did not explicitly dis-
cuss Dawson; police have refused to com-
ment about his role, citing th:: pmdmg
liigation.

. Though they had known for days that
the CWP anti-Klan pamdf_ would rake

place that Saturday morning, and that
militant Klan units were intending 1o ha-

rass the denmnﬂrators, the police prepa-
rations for the upmmmg cn}n}‘mntam:m- :
- lefe much to be desired, - '
- The CWP's pubhc aumunueiﬂmts 531:1
that the E:nmg s events would ger un-

'i_liﬁ;:t were bad
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before 11 a.m. eight blocks away ar
Morningside Homes, a housing project,
as the official parade permit specificed.

Thus doubly wrong, the officers in
-charge told the 17 tactical squad officers

assigned to the protest that they could

take an early lunch break until 1 1:30.
While the uniformed Greensboro po-

v confused about the pro-

Cooper. Dawson in-

armed and predicted “troub

of the march, he told The ndependent.
Cooper attendcd the 10 a.m. police

planning meeting and told the command

-officers to be ready for an armed confron-

tation, according to the official police
report about Nov. 3. The police report
does not say whether the command offi-

- cers warned the uniformed officers that
: l:he Klan and Nazis were definitely armed.

Shortly after 11 a.m., Dawson told his

'-':L:rlleague's it was time to get moving.

Eight vehicles containing some three

- dozen individuals formed a convoy with

Dawsonandanold frmmi ]ames Buck n

the lead pickup truck.

‘One car of Winston- bak:m Nazls“a '
blue Ford Faxr[an;: that had a cache of
- guns lpck_ed:m its t“rmrk—ammd lare "

- sticks. Then shots were fired. :
" van had arrwed, Detective Csauprer who
.':tiha{ gunfire ha

: were dead or dying, and six other demon- {?_

Greensboro police commanders
learned ar 11:16 that the Klansmen were
only momernits away from the CWP pro-

testers. But their own officers, still busy at -

lunch, were not yet headed for the scene.
Six minutes later-—ac 11:22-—the

- Klansmen’s cars pulled into the midst of :

the anti-Klan demonstrators. Shouts filled

ily cor the air. Anti-Klan demonstrators banged
dpians . paid police informant and Klan
o er Ed Dawson says he assumed the
L ’march wnuiﬂ thtrt at i 1 a. m.,as the LWP =
2 ;_mrmunm:d
- Asdozens o;farmﬂd Facists ga‘d'leged .lt'Z .
heir Greensboro rendezvous point,
Dawson slipped away twice to call his
 Greensbora pgu]tcx: contact, Denectw;:'_
~ Jerry “Rooster”
formed Cooper that the gmufa was heavily
e atrtheend

Klan cars with sticks. Then K]ansmen gﬂr._

Abour 60} seconds after the Kian c;am

had been trailing ﬂt,mdloed headqumrs-
1 our.

- Moments: later five anti- Klan ﬂcmrrs'@s

strators, a television cameraman and a
Klansman were injured. The first uni-
formed policemen didn’t arrive on the
xenmmtdmrommuresafm:r&i-::ﬁhnuung_ ;

started.

Dawson says that the ﬂolence would
have been averred if uniformed police-
men had been on the scene. *When there's
a Christmas parade, they rewall towall,”
he said recently, *1 just took for g;anmdj '
there were going to be a load of cops. :

The: three Df?luﬂ] investigations into
pu:}hue performance stop shm':t of Daw--
son’s conclusion.

The police dep artment’s own mpart i

concluded that “planning and prepara-
~tion .
: _hiam::s most of -
CCWP's time and locanion d.l&cmpaﬂ{{mﬁ,-k' .
and adds, “the poli

. were adequate and proper” It
¢ problems on the

ce officers assigned to

t‘ne march om]ed rhenr duties in a2
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2 Ptﬁumi suwuiiance l;r.r grﬁemqﬂt
'agcnrs need not be
conspiracy in order 1o mflma

Rowe has illustrated that,
Rowe, a long-time Alabama FBI mfﬂi’=

_rf‘sajm' rﬂh_ 0} ﬁLwtral uf thc mmt in-
mous instances of racist violence dur-

Rowe's predilections were little restmmed
by his FBl handlers.
~ Ed Dawson may not be {_zary Thnmas

3. An
still-unidentified  informants—in  the

a role in the shootings.

ernment involvement. Federal prosecu-

_various ch
and found them grous ndless.

- gence to instigation to contlictsofinterest,

 This aﬂa{ysmis based upon a multimde
 of sources, including a lengthy interview

- with Dawson conducted by The Indepen-

~ denton Apnllti the federal indictments
G thembe!ves sWorn statements given to
- '{ermhum ]uq:ux Fund attorneys in

. s ke

: 'malr::mti -

events — even umnl:f:n‘timmily—-— alonga left much to be desired, -

e course. ‘The case of Gary "Fhmﬁas. -

:n?'mnt‘, l‘ias indicated before Congress and
in his own autobiography that he played

Rowe. But Dawson has said repeatedly

~ that the Greensboro police department

- encouraged him to reinvolve himself in-

Klan activities. Nazis have said repeatedly

that Burean of Alcohel, Tobacco and
Firearms undercover agent Bernard Bur-

kovich rcgnnmdtheuseofafmSGnNﬂv B
dp thete are suspicions that other

~ Klan,intheNazis orin the C‘W{’mpia}’ﬁd' o

Yot the m&mtments thar came olr of
~ the federal :grand jury don’t mention
. Dawson’s ties to Greensboro police, nor
~ do they raise other questions abour gov-

tors have said that they looked into the
about official Dmnphr:;t:}r :

What follows is a summary of thaa.-:-' .
issues, which range from possible neghi-

o5 i o o de Wo =
.PIACQ thab Sa’mrdag.r mommg, and ﬂmt "'. d&zm individuals formed a convoy with

fnmd,}&mesﬂuck i

the lead pickup triek. i
- ﬂndﬁiﬂmn N&ms L
= blue Ford i"';m.'lang that had a cache of

mdLMﬂt Klan units were mtmd111gt0 ha
rass the demonstrators, the police prepa-

rarions for the upcoming mn?mngauon

 The CWP's public annuuncemenrs sa

i thar the mnmmg‘ s events would get un-
_derway at 11 a.m, Butaca 10 am. plan-
'-'nmg meeting, lelﬂE :gnmf:d the puﬂhc
information and focused mhi}t onthe 12
- noon kickofl time stated on the ufﬁmal

ng the 19605, Violent by tt'mperamem:,-".:' patade pormil

At the same Eimﬁ, p@ffce uudErsmud
that the kickoff would take place at the

Windsor Cummunm Center angd had

units near the location. But the bulk of the
anti-Klan protestors, along with several

television news crews, gathered shortly

G R S e R

 Dawsonandanold

F 1ght “vehicles cnntmgﬁg mmeﬂ\ree

Gm} car of Wi

guns locked in its tmnicmamved late

“and joined the caravan on its way ro the
 protest scene. Detective Cooper, accom-
panied by a police cameraman, main-

tained discreet surveillance of the gro
‘but not until 11:13 did he radio police
headquarterb that the procession was on

11.5 wa}r, accﬁrdmg to Ehe pﬂhce rcpﬁrt ;

b
B

-

B

S
R

 blames ‘most of the problems on the
;“(.““-.‘E?P s tine and location discrepancies
‘and adds, “th
the man:h 2
professional and legal manner.”

The pGllCE’ depamnent s own rf.‘pi:rrt

-.f:mnciusied that *“planning and prepara-

tiott . . . were adequate and proper.” It

rE;}imeofﬂcm. assignedto
rmed their duties in a

Two other reports — one by I}IE mty’s i

Human Relations Commission and the

up, ~other by city- mpicycd consultants—

 cited weaknesses in police pcrfﬂrmam:e !
and recommended procedural and ad-

ministrative changes w1l:hm the: ﬂepa}::—'- -
ment. = e

Police chief Ed Swing dtd n.urgamzf: :
_the department, attributing it partly o
Jessons learned from Nov, 3. That was

 theendofGreensboro’sofficial response.
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- Asked why he decided tobecomean
informant again f._dwsitd Dawson:
answers "I don't know what the
heltit was for — excitement?”
Pbam fzyAhm Bfaamr




14 MEWS The North Carolina Independent  April 20-May 12, 1983

November 3

Continued from page 13

Tobesure, there’s no indication to date
that the police commanders or Cooper
intended to encourage violence. But while
incompetence and bad luck are not neces-
sarily illegal, incomplete and mismanaged
communications between all the parties
clearly contributed to the tragedy.

Did the FBI fail to act
in the light of its own
information about the
pending confrontation?

The story of FBI involvement, or lack
of it, in the Nov. 3 confrontation begins
with a familiar voice — that of police in-
formant Dawson.

Dawson had worked extensively as an
FBl informant and as an informal source
for Greensboro police from the late 1960s
until the mid-1970s. He had reinvolved
himself in his old-time surveillance activi-
ties in mid-September 1979 at the request
of Cooper and a fellow police detective,
he said in his recent interview with The
Independent.

According to Dawson this is what
happened:

Out of Klan and informant work for
almost three years, Dawson was asked by
Cooper to attend and report on a meeting
of the Revolutionary Communist Party in
exchange for $25.

Before agreeing to attend, Dawson
checked with an old FBI friend, Leonard
Bogarty.

Soon after Dawson attended the RCP
_meeting, the city detectives called on his

One month later Glass received a form
letter signed by Charlotte Special Agent
in Charge Robert L. Pence.

The letter said that such information
on the CWP “had been previously re-
ported to FBI headquarters in Washing-
ton,” indicating that one or more reports
did indeed exist.

Two months later, another form letter
was sent to Glass by Justice Department
officials, This letter said that, due to 5
U5, Code 552(b}(7)(A), which addressed
FBIl investigative records gathered for
law enforcement purposes, sending the
material to Glass would “interfere with
law enforcement proceedings.” Again,
the reply confirmed the existence of some
pertinent documents.

Neither Pence nor Pelezar would com-
ment in recent days when asked to clear
up the contusion about the FBlinvestiga-
tion. Both cited the pending linganon,
and Pelczar added, “Maybe | can talk
about it sometime but not now.”

The FBI statements and the replies to
the FOIA inquiries help establish the
credibility of an older piece of informa-
tion, Cannon Mills worker Daisy Craw-
ford, a friend of Nov. 3 shooting victim
Sandra Smith, was visited one day in late
October 1979 by men who flashed what
she thought to be FBI identification.

The men showed Crawford a picture of
a black woman and some umidenrified
white men. Crawford identified the pic-
ture of Sandra Smith, but refused any
turther cooperation when the men would
not explain the reason for the visit.

“Feeling very frightened about the im-

plications of the visit,” Cr ays in

b
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of the Revolutionary Communist Party in
exchange for $25.

Before agreeing to attend, Dawson
checked with an old FBI friend, Leonard

Soon after Dawson attended the RCP
meeting, the aity detectives called on his
services again. This ime they asked him
to find out whether Klan leaders were
planning to attend a newly-announced
“communist” march scheduled for Nov,
3. Dawson spoke with Klan leader Virgil
Griffin, who told him about plans to
attend the “Death to the Klan™ rally.

Soon Dawson began to suspect that the
communists planning the Nov. 3 rally
were not the RCP. On Monday, Oct. 22,
Dawson’s suspicions were dismissed by
the two city detectives. Still puzzled,
Dawson called his FBI friend Bogarty,
who has refused to comment on Daw-
son’s version of what happened. Trans-
ferred to a different agent, Dawson said
he found himself having to inform the FBI
man abour the different communist
groups. ‘‘Goddam, these people are
dumb,” Dawson says he thought to
himself.

The next day, apparently, the Greens-
boro FBI office launched its own formal
probe of the CWP.

Soon after the shooting, FBI field agent
Andrew Pelezar said thar the FBI investi-
gated the CWP from Oct. 23 o Nowv. 2.
The reason for this, he said, was that the
organization made frequent statements
supporting “the use of violence toachieve
its goals.™

Pelczar’s superiors in Charlotte and
Washington, however, said that Pelczar
was mistaken, and insisted that no pre-
Mov. 3 investigation had occurred.

But other information indicates the
FBI was active in the CWP case.

In April 1982 according to sworn state-
ments and documents gathered by
Greensboro Justice Fund attorneys, Cali-
fornia private investigator Murv Glass
wrote to the Charlotte FBI office. Citing
the Freedom of Informaton Act (FOTA),
he asked for any information gathered as
the result of any FBI investigation of the
CWTP between Oct. 11 and Now., 2, 1979,

a black woman and some unidentified
white men. Crawford identified the pic-
ture of Sandra Smith, but refused any
further cooperation when the men would
not explain the reason for the visit,

“Feeling very frightened about the im-
plications of the visit,” Crawford says in
her sworn affidavit taken by Greensboro
Justice Fund attorneys, she contacted
Smith and cancelled plans to attend the
MNov, 3 rally with her children. Craw-
ford’s testimony is corroborated by a
sworn deposition form Lyn Wells, who
said Crawford called her the day the al-
leged FBI agents visited her.

Whether or not the FBI was intensively
investigating the Communist Workers
Party and the pending “Death to the
Klan” march, there is reason to believe
that at least a few Bureaun agents had
reason to believe trouble was brewing,

In an interview with The Independent,
Klan leader Joe Grady said that he warned
FBl agents of alikely Klan-CWP confron-
tation. The warning was “really more or
less an argument” in a Winston-Salem
restaurant. “We all caused quite a com-
motion,” he said.

Grady said he was trying to convingce
the FBI that the CWP march was a trap
orchestrated by the CWP and law en-
forcement agencies. The communists, he
argued, wanted the Klan to show up
armed, kill a communist and therefore
produce a black martyr to help the CWP
in its orgamzing efforts. Grady doesn’t
remember the exactdate of the argument.

Dawson also had contact with an FBI
agent. In The Independent’s interview,
Dawson said he called his long-time FBI
associate Bogarty on Nov. 1, 1979, just
two days before the shootings. Dawson
and his Greensboro police contacts had
discussed the idea of seeking an injunc-
tion to block the “Death to the Klan™
rally. So Dawson called Bogarty, a long-
time personal friend as well as official FBI
contact in the mid-1970s, to seek advice.

Bogarty knew that Dawson was relay-
ing information to the police department,
Dawson said, and advised him to keep
doing so but to stay away from the Nov. 3

.demonstration. Dawson had just had a

Photo by Alma Blowst

back operation and Bogarty was con-
cerned he might get hurt, Dawson said.

Dawson stresses that this exchange
with Bogarty was based on their personal
relationship, not on any official relation-
ship between them. They did not discuss
what might happen Nov. 3, Dawson said,
niotr did Dawson have any knowledge of
an FBI investigation. Bogaity refused to
comiment.

One other person says he contacted a
North Carolina FBI agent prior to Mov. 3.
In a sworn affidavit taken by Greenshoro
Justice Fund attorneys, Mordechai Levey,
the leader of an activist Jewish group that
monitors Klan activities, stated that he
called a Jewish FBI agent in Raleigh to
warn him that trouble was brewing for
the Nov. 3 march.

None of this information concerning
the FBI proves FBI misconduct. There
will be no way to draw conclusions about
the FBI's performance until the Bureau
itself makes additional statements, unul
documents become available or until a
special prosecutor is named in the case.

Was the Bureau of Alcohol,
Tobacco and Firearms
acting legally in its
connection with the Nazis?
Did the Bureau do what it
could to prevent violence?

BATF agent Bernard Butkovich was
introduced to Winston-5alem Nazis by
Nazi leader Harold Covington, who has
disappeared from public view for the past
WO years.

Having thus infiltrated the Winston-
Salem Nazis in July 1979, Butkovich was
present Sept. 22-23, 1979, in Louisburg,
MN.C., when Nagzis joined with two Klan

groups to found the United Racist Front
(URF).

Nazi sources have said repeatedly in
interviews that Butkovich attended at
least one crucial Nov. 3 planning meeting
and urged participants to carry weapons.
Over time, they say, Butkovich goaded
the Nazis to attempt illegal activities,
such as assassination of rival Klan lead-
ers, procurement of illegal weapons and
use of particular bombing techniques.

Butkovich also artended at least one
planning meeting when the Forsyth
County Nazis were discussing their Nov.
3 plans, Raeford Milano Caudle told The
Independernt. Caudle, one of the Nazis
recently indicted for conspiracy, said But-
kovich told the Nazis, “Well, I wouldn’t

o unless | had my gun. Itisn’t against the
ﬁlw to have one locked in the car.”

In an interview with the Greensboro
Daily News, BATF officials said they were
required to notify the nearest 1.5, Attor-
ney, the local state prosecutor, the FBI
and the ciry police prior to the investiga-
tion. But these officials claimed not to
have known about the BATF investiga-
tion.

Butkovich, then, seems to have known
two days before the Nov. 3 shootings that
trouble might be brewing, but apparently
did not pass his information along to law
enforcement agencics.

The BATF held an internal investiga-
tion of Butkovich and “found nothing
improper” in his role as undercover agent.
That report is not yet available under the
Freedom of Information Act.

In Nov. 1981, BATF representatives
were supposed to supply the LS. House
of Representatives Judiciary Subcommit-
tee on Criminal Justice with written an-
swers to questions about Butkovich’s ac-
tivities. This report has still not been
supplied, according to a committee
spokesperson.
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Dawson
remembers
relaying the
information
to Detective

Cooper, who
said, ‘It must

be nght
because the
communist
informant
told us the
same thing.”

T -

spiracy surrounding the Nov. 3 rally sup-
posedly begins. Young Klansman Mark
Sherer, who, in a surprise development,
recently pleaded guilty to a conspiracy
charge in the Nov. 3 case, may be the
source of the government’s information.
But prosecutors have refused to comment
on Sherer’s role.

Whether or not Sherer is the source of
information about the Burke County
meeting, there may be other sources,
some of which may be as yet undisclosed
informants among the Klansmen or the
Nazis.

In fact, Dawson and others believe that
he was not the only government infor-
mant present on Nov. 3. In an interview
about two years ago, Dawson suggested
he suspected one of his colleagues of hav-
ing been active as an informant,

Additionally, long after Nov. 3 one
official cautioned Dawson not to be sur-
prised or upset if it subsequently was
revealed that he was not the Greenshoro
department’s only informant inside the
Klan, Dawson said in his recent interview
with The Independent.

Some speculation about other infor-
mants focuses on the occupants of the last
two heavily armed vehicles in the Klan-
MNazi caravan that arrived at the shoot-
ings — the blue Ford and the vellow van,

Some of the men riding in these vehicles
were the ones who unleashed the deadly
barrage upon the anti-Klan protesters. If
there was any direct government involve-
ment in plans to kill CWP members, that

involvemnent would have been based upon

contact with these men, many of whom
were members of the Winston-Salem Nazi

Did government penetration
of the Communist Workers
Party provide another as yet
unrevealed source on the
plans leading up to Nov. 32

Anyone knowledgable about political
surveillance in recent American history
would fully expect that federal, state and
local police units all would have tried and
perhaps succeeded in acquiring an infor-
mant inside as radical a group as the
CWP.

Although the FBI's apparentignorance
of communist politics in Greensboro sug-
gests they had no such source, cither the
city police or perhaps the SBI may have
had a CWP informant,

CWP leaders have privately acknowl-
edged just such a fear, and their suspicions
are supported by Klan informant Daw-
son. Less than three days before the Nov.
3 confrontation, Dawson told The Inde-
pendent, he was giving information to
Detective Cooper, who said, “It must be
right because the communist informant
told us the same thing.”

It’s difficult to evaluate the role of either

the Greensboro police or Dawson without

knowledge of the role of other informants.

Was there a conflict of
interest for the Justice
Department and the FBI
whao tagether ran the snecial

enforcement officials were involved in a
conspiracy with the Ku Klux Klan and
Mazi Party to violate the civil rights of the
anti-Klan demonstrators on Nov, 3. The
suit specifically names Justice Depart-
ment and FBI officials as defendants.

In addition, Brereton also testified dur-
ing the 1980 state murder trial thathe had
had personal financial dealings with po-
lice informant Dawson, who, of course,
was indicted by the federal grand jury
with which Brereton worked,

Both Dawson and Brereton said re-
cently that these financial dealings in-
volved payment for carpentry work
Dawson performed for Brereton around
1974. Dawson also said that he never
worked with Brereton in an agent-infor-
mant relationship.

Based on these circumstances, the
Greensboro Justice Fund has filed a re-
quest for a special prosecutor to supervise
an inquiry into the events surrounding
Mov. 3. The Justice Fund argues that the
FBI and the Justice Department have a
clear conflict of interest in the case—
ranging from possible FBI involvement
pre-Nov. 3 through the special grand jury
investigation,

A number of private citizens heretofore
uninvolved in the Nov. 3 case are backing
the call for a special prosecutor. The
American Civil Liberties Union, in par-
ticular, has assumed a visible role. Federal
Judge Gerhard Gesell is expected to rule
on the request, which is pending in Wash-
ington, at anytime,

Regardless of the available evidence,
or lack of it, about government invaolve-
ment in the Nov. 3 shootings, appoint-
ment of a ';puual prosecutor would cer-
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said, “‘It must

be right

because the
communist
informant
told us the
same thing.”

Butkovich was not present when the
shootings took place Nov. 3 and was
never called to testify in the state murder
trial. He has repeatedly refused to com-
ment about his actions as an undercover
agent. He did testify to the special federal
grand jury, and may be called as a witness
in the upcoming federal trial.

Clearly, questions still remain about
the role of Butkovich and the BATE,

Did the Greensboro Police
Department or other
government agencies

have one or more other

informants besides Dawson
in the Klan or the Nazis?

The recent federal indictments men-
tion for the first time an October Klan
meeting in Burke County where the con-

|CLASS

about two years ago, Lawson suggestea
he suspected one of his colleagues of hav-
I'I'Ig bLLI'I EI.-(.tl\"L a5 an 1nfﬂrmant

Additionally, long after Nov. 3 one
official cautioned Dawson not to be sur-
prised or upset if it subsequently was
revealed that he was not the Greenshoro
department’s only informant inside the
Klan, Dawson said in his recent interview
with The Independent.

Some speculation about other infor-
mants focuses on the occupants of thelast
two heavily armed vehicles in the Klan-
Nazi caravan that arrived at the shoot-
ings — the blue Ford and the vellow van.

Some of the men riding in these vehicles
were the ones who unleashed the deadly
barrage upon the anti-Klan protesters. If
there was any direct government involve-
ment in plans to kill CWP members, that
involvement would have been based upon
contact with these men, many of whom
were members of the Winston-5alem Nazi
unit.

Again, few conclusions can be drawn
because of the lack of information. The
federal trial may supply more. But special
attention also needs to be focused upon
one government agency whose possible
foreknowledge of plans for Nov. 3 has
received no public investigation whatso-
ever: the N.C. State Bureau of Investiga-
tion [SBI).

The 5BI is named as a defendant in the
$48 million civil damages suit that has
been filed on behalf of the Nov. 3 survi-
vors. The SBI's official reply to the suit—
and the only public statement the agency
will makeaboutNov. 3 — arguesthatthe
SBI cannot be sued because it is immune
under federal law.

Given the SBI’s monitoring of political
radicals in the state, it should surprise no
one if the SBlis some day revealed to have
had one or more informants in Virgil
Griffin’s Klan, in the Winston-Salem Nazi
unit or in the Klan-MNazi caravan of Nov.

3.

of communist politics in Greensboro sug-
gests they had no such source, either the
city police or perhaps the SBI may have
had a CWP ingrmant,

CWP leaders have privately acknowl-
edged just such a fear, and their suspicions
are supported by Klan informant Daw-
son. Less than three days before the Nov.
3 confrontation, Dawson told The [nde-
pendent, he was giving information to
Detective Cooper, who said, “It must be
right because the communist informant
told us the same thing.”

It's difficult to evaluate the role of either
the Greensboro police or Dawson without
knowledge of the role of other informants.

Was there a conflict of
interest for the Justice
Department and the FBI
who together ran the special
grand jury investigation?

Thomas Brereton, an FBI agent speci-
alizing in white-collar crime, is the resi-
dent FBI agent who led the special federal
grand jury’s information-gathering team.
Bur he is also a defendant in the $48
million civil lawsuit filed on behalf of the
Mov. 3 survivors and victims,

The suit, filed in November 1980,
charges that city, state and federal law

mant rel.mc-nsh1p

Based on these circumstances, the
Greensboro Justice Fund has filed a re-
quest for a special prosecutor tosupervise
an inquiry into the events surrounding
MNow. 3. The Justice Fund argues that the
FEI and the Justice Department have a
clear conflict of interest in the case—
ranging from possible FBI involvement
pre-MNov. 3 through the special grand jury
Investigation.

A number of private citizens heretofore
uninvolved in the Nov. 3 case are backing
the call for a special prosecutor. The
American Civil Liberties Union, in par-
ticular, has assumed a visible role. Federal
Judge Gerhard Gesell is expected to rule
on the request, which is pending in Wash-
ington, at anytime.

Begardless of the available evidence,
or lack of it, about government involve-
ment in the Nov. 3 shootings, appoint-
ment of a special prosecutor would cer-
tainly help clear the air. And perhaps an
independent investigation would move
the Nov. 3 story into a third, and [
final, incarnation. @

J.M. Lavelle is a Greensboro writer and
artist who bas been researching the Nov.
3 casefor afmostajrear, David [. Garrotw,
author of The FBI and Martin Luther
King, Jr., teaches political science at
UNC-Chapel Hill. Katherine Fulton is
the editor of The Independent.
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